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Tuesday, 17.02.2026

12:00 - 13:00 Official Registration and Welcome Lunch

12:00 - 13:00

.

13:00 - 13:45 Auditorium

Smarter Solar, Stronger Systems: How AI Delivers on Quality?

Framing AI and robotics as solutions but prompting an honest exploration of what they can and cannot solve. AI and robotics are increasingly

promoted as the next frontier for quality assurance in solar but how far can they really take us? This session takes a critical, grounded look at

where AI is delivering meaningful improvements in PV system quality and where its limitations still require human expertise, better data, or a shift in

approach.

From fault detection and predictive maintenance to automated inspections and performance forecasting, AI has already transformed parts of the

PV lifecycle. But not all quality issues can be solved by algorithms. Incomplete datasets, misclassified failures, and emerging technologies with no

historical field data challenge the current capabilities of even the most advanced AI systems.

13:00 - 13:45

.

Dr. Florian Wessendorf, Managing Director, Solar Promotion International GmbH

Gofran Chowdhury, Head of Innovation, 3E

Alessandra Ferrara, Technical Manager, WiseEnergy

David Moser, Managing Director, Becquerel Institute Italia

Álvaro García, Head of Asset Management, Velto

Moderator

Walburga Hemetsberger

Chief Executive Officer, SolarPower Europe

13:50 - 14:35 Auditorium

Securing the Future: Cybersecurity Priorities in Modern PV Systems

As PV and storage systems become increasingly connected, they are

also more exposed to cyber threats. This session examines the most

pressing vulnerabilities in inverters, SCADA networks, and BESS

controllers. From anomaly detection to secure-by-design architectures,

we’ll show how the industry is staying ahead of attacks that could

compromise performance and revenue. Real examples will highlight

what works when prevention is the priority.

13:50 - 14:35

Presentation title to be announced

Calin Sas, Technical Asset Manager, Sunrock Netherlands BV

Paulo Moniz, Cyber Security & Risk Senior Director, EDP

Sears + Pisa

Humans and Machines: Safer, Smarter PV Operations

AI and robotics are not replacing technicians - they are making their jobs

safer and more effective. This session looks at how drones, autonomous

cleaners, and remote monitoring reduce time spent in hazardous

conditions while delivering richer, more precise data. Attendees will see

how shifting physical risk to machines frees human talent for analysis,

optimization, and complex problem-solving. Real-world examples show

how this human-machine collaboration is raising both safety and

operational quality.

13:50 - 14:35

.

Miguel Herrero, Senior Market Advisor, PVCase
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Moderator

Uri Sadot

Managing Director, Solar Defend

Andrew Morse, Technical Adviser, Straylight Ventures

Subrahmanyam Pulipaka, CEO, NSFI

Moderator

Thérèse O Donoghue

Press and Communications Advisor, SolarPower Europe

14:40 - 15:40 Auditorium

Forecasting the Unknown: Navigating Emerging Technologies and the

Field Learning Curve

As next-generation PV technologies like TOPCon and bifacial modules

enter the field, traditional AI forecasting faces a critical challenge: past

performance no longer reliably predicts future outcomes. This session

explores how these advanced modules can behave differently in real-

world conditions compared to lab results, revealing the limits of

historical datasets. Attendees will learn strategies for capturing early

field insights, understanding when AI predictions may falter, and

leveraging expert oversight to complement machine learning. The result:

a smarter, more adaptive approach that integrates human judgment and

AI to guide evolving solar technologies.

14:40 - 15:40

.

Steven Xuereb, Executive Director, Kiwa PI Berlin

Dr. Max B. Koentopp, Global Business Segment Manager PV Power

Plants, TÜV Rheinland

Johanna Bonilla, Head of Technical Product Management EU, Jinko

Dieter Lorenz, Manager R&D, MJB Solutions

Moderator

Ulrike Jahn

Senior Scientist, Fraunhofer

Liberty

Workshop: AI Agents in PV Plant-Integrated Monitoring Systems Based

on SUPERNOVA

Explore how AI agents can enhance PV plant monitoring with insights

from the SUPERNOVA project through a mix of presentations and hands-

on group exercises. 

Participants will design and test simple AI agents for alarm analysis or

decision support in a simulated environment. The session concludes

with a discussion on integrating intelligent automation into real-world

plant operations.

*This is a closed workshop with a limited number of attendees, on a

first-come first-served basis. 

If you're interested in participating please send an email to 

b.fernandez@solarpowereurope.org for the registration form.

14:40 - 15:40

.

Elena Petrova, Project Manager, Saidea

David Moser, Managing Director, Becquerel Institute Italia

Moderator

Lukas Koester

Researcher, EURAC

15:40 - 16:10 Coffee Break

15:40 - 16:10

.

16:10 - 17:25 Auditorium

Predictive Maintenance in Action

What if you could spot PV performance issues

before they impacted output – and fix them

without a truck roll? Led by the Supernova

project, this session is a live-data showcase of

next-generation tools that are redefining solar

asset operation and maintenance. Through real

examples and field-tested results, we’ll explore

how novel input data sources are unlocking true

predictive maintenance: NIR spectroscopy

inspection to detect early-stage material

degradation, Environmental sensors on trackers

for automated, weather-triggered safety

actions, I–V curve estimation using PV string-

level monitoring systems, I–V curve estimation

from non-intrusive PV module-level monitoring.

Attendees will see exactly how these

Sears + Pisa

System-Wide Protection: Firewalls, Gateaways,

BESS, and Inverters

Blackouts show how a single point of failure in

critical infrastructure can cascade across

systems and cause widespread disruption.

Modern PV plants are part of this same

interconnected ecosystems, where one

compromised asset can trigger far-reaching

consequences. During this interactive session,

together we will explore how to prepare for

cascading risks and what solutions are

available today to strengthen resilience.

16:10 - 17:25

.

Liberty

Workshop: From Documents to Executed

Actions: A Complete Solar Documentation

Automation Workshop

Transform scattered technical documentation

into automated operational decisions in this

hands-on session. 

We'll demonstrate the complete journey: AI

extracts critical insights from your reports,

contractual documentation, and maintenance

manuals, then you'll learn to operationalize that

intelligence - auto-generating work orders,

triggering warranty claims, scheduling

interventions, and maintaining asset

compliance. Using real solar plant scenarios,

you'll see documents become structured data,

data become validated insights, and insights
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technologies work in practice – from real-time

detection to actionable maintenance

decisions – and how they can cut downtime,

extend asset lifetimes, and raise the quality bar

for solar operations.  

16:10 - 17:25

.

Will Hitchcock, Founder and CEO, Above

Dr. Chiara Barretta, Researcher, Sustainable

Polymer Solutions, PCCL

Andrea Monni, Program, Quality and Process

Manager, Convert Italia

Ricardo Alonso, Manager of Renewable Energy

O&M Platform, Tecnalia Research & Innovation

Moderator

Lukas Koester

Researcher, EURAC

Moderator

Uri Sadot

Managing Director, Solar Defend

become executed actions with clear ownership

and timing. Walk away with a proven framework

to eliminate manual reconciliation, reduce

errors, and scale your technical operations

without scaling headcount.

*This is a closed workshop with a limited

number of attendees, on a first-come first-

served basis. 

If you're interested in participating please send

an email to b.fernandez@solarpowereurope.org

for the registration form.

16:10 - 17:25

.

Calin Sas, Technical Asset Manager, Sunrock

Netherlands BV

Moderator

Gautier Moulin

Co-Founder, Aevy

17:30 - 18:15 Auditorium

Bankable by Design: Engineering Reliable PV + Storage Systems from the Start

Long-term reliability isn’t just an engineering goal – its a financial strategy. This flagship session presents findings from the 2026 PV + Storage

Technical Due Diligence Report, revealing how risk prediction, smart component selection, and advanced modeling are making projects more

financeable.

17:30 - 18:15

.

Marcello Passaro, Founder & Managing Consultant, Sunzest Solar

Panagiota Hoffmann, Strategic Commodity Buyer, CCE-Holding

Soukaina Ismaili Alaoui, Technical Account Manager, STS

Lubaba Mawas, Technical Sales Manager for Europe, Nextpower

Moderator

Timo Franz

Head of Project Business Europe, Astronergy

18:15 - 19:00 Shuttle Service to the Networking Dinner

18:15 - 19:00

Shuttle Service

23:59 - 00:00 Torre Melina Gran Meliá Hotel

Networking Dinner

Following the Summit programme, the Networking Dinner offers great opportunities to connect and exchange gathered insights while enjoying a

panoramic view over Barcelona (more details on the Networking Dinner page).
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Wednesday, 18.02.2026

08:30 - 09:00 Official Registration

08:30 - 09:00

.

09:00 - 10:00 Auditorium

The Hidden Costs of Small Failures: Designing Reliability at the

Component Level

Reliability is won or lost in the details. Not all failures make headlines

but many of them quietly erode performance, increase maintenance

costs, and compromise long-term plant reliability. From cracked

connectors and loose terminations to degraded junction boxes and

premature tracker failures, small component-level issues can have big

operational consequences. This session zooms in on the often-

overlooked failures that accumulate over time, and what it takes to

prevent them through better component design, selection, and system

engineering. 

09:00 - 10:00

.

Ilker Aksoy, Prysmian

Dominic Buergi, Global Head of Services, Staubli

Sonja Körner, Senior O&M Engineer, Enerparc

Moderator

Nikoletta Fodor

Project Officer, SolarPower Europe

Sears + Pisa

Inverter Reliability & Performance Protection

In light of recent cybersecurity regulations impacting the solar industry,

including landmark regulatory, legislaive acts such as NIS2, CRA, NCCS

and possible restrictions on supply chains and sourcing of key

components such as inverters, this session will deal with efficient, cost-

effective and timely methods of ensuring compliance while continuing to

rely on global supply chains.

09:00 - 10:00

.

Josefin Berg, Associate Director: Renewables Markets - Energy

Transition Sustainability and Services, S&P Global Energy

Moderator

Catarina Augusto

Head of System Integration, SolarPower Europe

10:05 - 11:20 Auditorium

Next-Gen Forecasting: AI-Driven Solar & Grid Predictions

Advances in artificial intelligence are transforming how the solar

industry predicts weather, generation, and grid behavior. This session

brings together leading research and applied innovations, with a

spotlight on recent advances in the Supernova project. We will review

the latest model developments from Google, NVIDIA, and the European

Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF) and examine how

these breakthroughs are reshaping short- and medium-term weather

forecasting. The session will also feature: AI models for day-ahead

irradiance forecasting, Ensemble models for probabilistic PV

forecasting, Net load forecasting at the primary substation level

(preliminary results), Day-ahead congestion forecasting for interzonal

transmission lines (preliminary results).

Attendees will leave with insights into how cutting-edge AI models and

the Supernova project are enhancing forecast accuracy, reducing

uncertainty, and enabling more resilient solar and grid operations.

10:05 - 11:20

.

Pierre-Jean Alet, Group Leader, Digital Energy Solutions, CSEM

Oriol Saltó i Bauzà, Associate Partner, Chief Data Scientist, AleaSoft

Masaaki Hasegawa, General Director, EKO instruments

Sears + Pisa

Resilience by Design: Preparing PV Systems for Extreme Events

Extreme weather events: storms, heatwaves, hail, and high winds pose

growing risks to PV plants. This session explores technical solutions to

make systems more resilient, including structural reinforcement,

advanced mounting designs, robust electrical layouts, and protective

component choices. AI tools for predictive modeling and stress

simulation will be highlighted as complementary methods to validate

and optimize these engineering solutions. Attendees will gain actionable

insights on designing PV systems that maintain performance and

reliability under severe environmental conditions.

10:05 - 11:20

.

Thore Müller, Founder & CEO, PVRadar

Francisco Jose Lisbona Lecina, Head of Zurich Resilience Solutions in

Spain, Zurich RE

Guillermo Estébanez, Senior Product Solution Manager - Utility Business,

AIKO

Moderator

Ulrike Jahn

Senior Scientist, Fraunhofer
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Moderator

Grazia Barchi

Team Leader and Senior Researcher, EURAC

11:20 - 11:50 Coffee Break

11:20 - 11:50

.

11:50 - 12:50 Auditorium

Revamp Ready: Using Data to Guide Smart Upgrades

As solar and storage systems mature, every upgrade decision – whether

re-sizing through revamping, integrating BESS, or replacing core

components – carries significant financial and technical consequences.

This session shows how targeted interventions can transform legacy

assets into high-performing, future-ready power plants. Through real-

world case studies, participants will see how to diagnose system

bottlenecks, prioritize upgrades that deliver the greatest return, and

integrate new solutions – such as advanced inverters, trackers, storage,

or re-sized plant layouts – without compromising existing performance.

Emphasis on the human+analytics collaboration demonstrates how

expert judgment complements operational data, providing actionable

frameworks to maximize energy yield, extend asset life, and strengthen

bankability. 

Attendees will leave with practical strategies to turn aging portfolios into

resilient, high-value assets – ensuring that every retrofit delivers

measurable, lasting impact.

11:50 - 12:50

.

Monika Leiner, Senior Strategic PV-EPC Buyer

Vijandren Naidoo, Head of BESS, Sonnedix

Dimitar Dimitrov, Business Development Manager, REIB

Ryszard Górnowicz, Detra Solar

Moderator

Antonio Arruebo

Market Analyst, SolarPower Europe

Sears + Pisa

Diagnosing Underperformance: Root Causes Revealed

Even with advanced technology, many PV plants still underdeliver on

expected energy yield for years before root causes are identified. This

session dissects real-world cases of chronic underperformance to

uncover the technical, operational, and environmental drivers that

suppress production. We will highlight how AI and robotics can

accelerate performance diagnostics – while also showing their limits

when data quality is weak or problems are novel. Attendees will leave

with a sharper framework for diagnosing lost yield and restoring

production quickly and sustainably.

11:50 - 12:50

.

Madeleine Hill, Partner, Everoze

Wojtek Swietochowski, General Manager, Abo Energy

Jörg Althaus, Director Quality Assurance and Engineering Services (EU),

Intertek CEA

Moderator

Molly Morgan

Senior Research Analyst Economics & Sustainability, CRU

12:50 - 14:30 Lunch Break

12:50 - 14:30

.

14:30 - 15:30 Auditorium

From Design to Delivery: AI-Powered Construction Quality Assurance

Digital twins are transforming how PV projects are delivered, providing a

real-time virtual replica of the site where drones, sensors, and automated

analysis converge. This session shows how deviations from design can

be flagged and corrected immediately, ensuring as-built quality aligns

with specifications and long-term performance targets.

Sears + Pisa

AI for Assurance: Streamlining Warranty and Insurance Claims Through

Data Intelligence

Warranty and insurance claims can drag on for months, delaying repairs

and straining budgets. This session explores how AI and data

intelligence are speeding up evidence gathering, root cause verification,

and dispute resolution. We’ll share real cases where performance data,
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Attendees will see field-tested workflows for integrating digital twins

with construction oversight, predictive maintenance planning, and

commissioning, demonstrating measurable gains in energy yield, rework

reduction, and reliability. The session emphasizes how AI-driven insights

complement experienced engineering judgment, giving teams the tools

to manage complex PV projects with precision and confidence.

14:30 - 15:30

.

Joris Hias, Head of Transformation, Virto Solar

Andreas Bach, Executive Advisor, Andreas Bach - Renewable Energy

Consulting

Jörn Carstensen, CTO, Greentech

Maria Gil, Industrial Engineer, Solar Grade

Moderator

Jan Mastny

Founder, #BusinessWithTouch

imagery, and predictive analytics have cut through delays and improved

claim outcomes. Attendees will leave with a clear view of how smarter

data use protects both plant performance and financial health.

14:30 - 15:30

.

Ibrahim Burak Keskin, Electrical and Electronics Engineer, Eyerod

Moderator

Rasa Jakaitis

Media Manager, Sinovoltaics

15:35 - 16:00 Auditorium

Closing Session

.

15:35 - 16:00

.
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